









The Racecraft 
'Derestricted" 


The Accuri 
‘Acidulous ” 


“Sa/ar ” 






Introducing the new Translucent Series. 
Part of our 2016 goggle collection coming soon 
to your favorite dealer. 
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Down...and out?? 

Could this be the key moment in which the duel 
for the 2015 MX2 FIM Motocross World Champion 
ship was decided? Red Bull KTM’s Pauls Jonass 
tumbles out of a second moto holeshot. His re¬ 
sponse would be incredible...and end sensation¬ 
ally with one of the biggest crashes seen in MXGP 
for quite some time. 18 points separate the Latvian 
from HRC Gariboldi’s Tim Gajser with one GP to go 

Photo by Ray Archer 





MotoGP 


In the cold...? 

The frantic pitlane scenes and wet-dry bike swap¬ 
ping at Misano last weekend claimed one victim 
with Jorge Lorenzo unable to amplify his streak of 
seven podiums from the last nine meetings. A fast 
tumble for the 28 year old was only tempered by 
teammate Valentino Rossi recording his worse result 
of the season down in fifth. Five more to go and 23 
points split the Yamahas. Crunch time 

Photo by www.yamahamotogp.com 


















No resting the wicked- 

confirmation of a maiden world champion¬ 
ship was no reason for Romain Febvre to slow. 
Instead the Frenchman tested for two days with 
his Yamaha Factory Racing Yamalube team for 
2016 settings after his title success and blew 
his rivals into the wet Leon reeds in Mexico for 
his fourth rout of MXGP this season 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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CERTIFIED AS PERSONAL 
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 


VENTILATED 




THE NECK BRACE REDIFINED 



MAXIWEAVE CARBON 

INCREASED RIGIDITY & LOWER WEIGHT 



EASY ADJUSTMENT 

3-WAY, FOR BEST PERSONAL FIT 



360° STRIKE PLATFORM 


ALL ROUND SAFETY 


± 620 g / ± 22 oz 


FIT ONE AT A STORE NEAR YOU 
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GRAND PRIX OF MEXICO 


LEON ■ SEPTEMBER 13th - Rnd 17 of 18 


MXGP winner: R omain Febvre, Yamaha 
MX2 winner: Thomas Covington, Kawasaki 


MX 


A CREAK OF LIGHT PEEPS THROUGH THE FRAME 
AS THE DOOR STARTS TO CLOSE ON THE 2015 FIM 
M0T0CR0SS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP AND 'CLIMATE' 
WAS THE BIGGEST SOURCE OF ADVERSITY FOR 
THE GRAND PRIX OF MEXICO AT THE PENULTIMATE 
FIXTURE. ROMAIN FEBVRE WAS SUPERB, THOMAS , 
COVINGTON SURPRISINGLY SO AND THE MX2 TITLE i 
CHASE CONTINUES UNTIL THE LAST * 


By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 














A nother Romain Febvre victory, some of the 
slimmest gates seen in Grand Prix for quite 
some time (there were nineteen MXGP finishers 
at Leon, three less compared to the same event 
in 2014), a monumental crash by Red Bull 
KTM’s Pauls Jonass that could be the key inci¬ 
dent in the end-of-season MX2 title duel with 
HRC Gariboldi’s Tim Gajser and an first-time 
American winner - completely at odds with the 
formbook - ahead of the eighteenth and final 
round of 2015. Throw in the erratic climate in 
Mexico and mix with the intense emotions that 
surrounded this circuit twelve months previous¬ 
ly when Herlings/Tixier took the 2014 champi¬ 
onship to the final laps of the campaign and it 
made for a curious penultimate fixture. 

Febvre fettling further... 

Seven triumphs with a twelfth consecutive 
podium result in Mexico (eclipsing teammate 
Jeremy Van Horebeek’s run of eleven in 2014) 
further cemented the Yamaha Factory rider’s 
superiority in 2015. The 23 year old had tested 
a new electronics package in Italy only two 
days after lifting his world championship at 
Assen in Holland and admitted that he was 
already working on settings for 2016. Yamaha 
were understandably coy on the details but 
Febvre was seen discussing mapping and even 
functions of the switch located on the handle¬ 
bar with technicians during Friday. On Saturday 
the Frenchman squatted low and aggressively 
over the front of the YZ450FM in the gate for 
the Qualification Heat and his impressive jump 
away from the line - that left Shaun Simpson in 
his trail - was a sign of things to come. Febvre 
was animated with his mechanics about the 
launch that helped towards his third pole posi¬ 
tion of the season. On Sunday he was at the 
front for both motos. He profited from Rock- 
star Suzuki Glenn Coldenhoff’s mistake when 
the Dutchman glanced at his pitboard and lost 
control while leading a boggy first race but 
his lap-times were always a stretch ahead of 
his peers (Simpson: “I crashed and lost a bit 
of time but I wouldn’t have been able to go 
with him anyway”) and he flighted the Yamaha 
around the mud with ease. The second sprint 


was even more clean-cut when he bided his 
time to deal with 2014 winner Gautier Paulin 
and disappeared. It was Febvre’s fourth double 
of the term and took him to 688 points in his 
debut MXGP attempt. The champion is already 
heading for a busy winter with potential trips 
to the Monster Energy Cup as a spectator, a 
Paris-Lilie Supercross appearance, the annual 
Superbiker supermoto and a trip to Japan for 
the last round of the national championship at 
former GP venue Sugo that should also see the 
HRC MXGP boys in action. The Grand Prix had 
barely started on the right foot for ‘461’ with 
some lost luggage but by Sunday evening he 
needed extra bag space to fit the ridiculously 
big winner’s sombrero. 






MXGP MEX 
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Thomas Covington keeps it up in the 
ooze (top left). “I haven’t ridden in 
mud that slippery in a long time,” the 
American said. No such luck for Brent 
Van Doninck below who is sent head¬ 
first into the first corner scrapings 
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Take the weather with you... 

Situated in flat city parkland with a single 
dirt entry road there was genuine concern for 
the Grand Prix on Friday after heavy rain had 
turned part of the facility into a bog. Areas of 
the complex were flooded and while the track 
seemed to be holding up quite well the grassy 
parking areas here hard-hit and the whole 
show barely carried the aspect of a ‘Grand 
Prix’. 

The climate swung in another direction on 
Saturday and the heat and sunshine mercifully 
began to dry everything. The racing course be¬ 
came hard and quick and akin to the layout the 
riders had enjoyed in 2014. The forecast had 
been briefly defied but dark skies were already 
drifting across Saturday night and Leon was 
back to square one Sunday morning where 
warm-up was reduced in duration and barely 
ten riders went out to sample the depths of 
ooze. 

Such was the mess of mud and the swamp 
that mechanics were raising their eyebrows 
at the clean-up job ahead with next week’s 
Monster Energy U.S. GP in mind. Also further 
stresses on the machinery with the 1800m 
elevation of Leon giving the four-stroke en¬ 
gines some breathing problems. The Youth- 
stream track crew in combination with the 
local staff were widely credited by the riders 
for their reparation work in scraping away the 
worst of the sludge, correcting the more peril¬ 
ous parts of the terrain and fixing jumps. The 
mud itself was heavy and clay-like and stuck 
to bikes as if it had been stirred with Loctite. 
Those that hit the ground in the first MX2 and 
MXGP motos were normally faced with a tricky 
handicap (Coldenhoff: “It took four laps for me 
to get a good rhythm going because my gloves 
were full of mud and once they dried I could 
do my own thing again.”). Those same races 
were static and processional as a result. The 
track rewarded bravery, luck, perseverance, 
concentration and strength and it was on this 
stage that Jonass, Anstie, Beniot Paturel and 
Thomas Covington excelled. And Febvre was 
absolute in his form and confidence. 


With the clouds dispersing the track was argu¬ 
ably in its best shape of the weekend for the 
second races. It delivered the drama of Cov¬ 
ington’s escape and win with Gajser’s last-gasp 
chase. Jonass emphatic recovery from another 
first turn crash until his date with the clearer 
blue overhead and a gripping six-rider fight for 
second position in the MXGP moto that was 
won by Simpson who had cut through from 
the back of the group. “The second moto was 
like how a track should be - many lines - and I 
enjoyed it,” said Febvre. Simpson concurred: “I 
would like to back-up what Romain said in that 
the track is how we expect a GP track to be 
every time. I wasn’t stressed after my bad start 
in the second moto because I knew there were 
places on the track to pass. I felt smooth and 
comfortable.” 


















Benoit Paturel - a popular youngster 
among other riders in the paddock - 
flies high in a three-way Yamah bat¬ 
tle in the second moto to clinch his 
first podium finish. MXGP went to the 
heart of Leon on Friday for a busy 
autograph session (below right) 





Doing the math 



The stark sight of both categories struggling 
to fill just over half of each race gate was 
almost to be expected...even if it was dismay¬ 
ing. Whole teams (Suzuki, KTM) were missing 
from the paddock structure through injury and 
the escalation of costs for the longest Grand 
Prix term on record. It highlighted the folly of 
ending an elongated calendar so far from most 
GP squads’ European base, even if the exotic 
flavour of Mexico and the USA did give the 
schedule a global taste. 

MXGP has changed both in presentation, 
outlook and philosophy in the past ten years 
and is undoubtedly an expensive sport both to 
run and in which to compete. There is already 
travel assistance for teams to make flyaways 
(not at the level of MotoGP where all freight 
is handled and shipped by Dorna...but then 
MXGP is not MotoGP) and realistically this has 
to be looked at and possibly increased to help 
those on a tight budget able to transport riders 
and equipment around the world and maintain 
the health and cosmopolitan feel of the entry 
list. 

Mexico could have swung the other way though 
and less injuries and forced absences could 
have changed the appearance of the gate. 

There are some ways in which sporting matters 
are out of everybody’s hands. Some onus also 
has to fall on the Mexicans and the federation’s 
work for the sport in the country. Proactivity in 
Latvia and since the GP has been heading to 
Kegums for nearly ten years has produced the 
likes of Jonass and Robert Justs. Trips to Bra¬ 
zil deliver higher participation numbers from a 
vibrant domestic set of championships. Ap¬ 
parently government elections are soon due in 
Guanajuato and it remains to be seen whether 
the funding and support will happen again for 
Leon and its position in MXGP. 









Jonass scares and scared 

What of Pauls Jonass? The eighteen year old 
was initially one of the very few on which the 
mud struggled to stick. Red Bull KTM’s sole 
representative and hope of retaining one of 
the two titles they have claimed every season 
since 2010 walked into Leon on a mission. 

His pace on Saturday and ruthless run to Pole 
Position signalled his intent to hack at the 13 
point difference to Gajser with gusto. Stating 
that he felt he had little to lose, Jonass cut 
through the mire to his first ever moto victory 
in the opening run. Then came the front wheel 
slip, the rapid recovery, the scariest crash I’ve 
seen in Grand Prix when he lost his footing 
on the pegs and sailed higher than his similar 
dismount in Sweden, pitlane repairs and mak¬ 
ing the chequered flag in thirteenth. Through 
all the drama, bruising, elation and disappoint¬ 
ment, Jonass lost just five points to Gajser 
with the gap now at 18 for the final round and 
50 left on the table. 

Jonass’ mentor, Stefan Everts, was put through 
the rack of emotion for the second year in a 
row in Leon and cut a frustrated figure in the 
KTM box but ‘41’s spirit was seemingly as 
undented as his physical frame and he was 
already talking about being able to claw back 
ten points each moto in the USA and believes 
he still has a shout. If there is any team that 
know about the unpredictability of a champion¬ 
ship run-in then it will be the staff surrounding 
Jonass in a decisive coming seven days. 


Glen Helen braced for third attempt at U.S.GP 

Onto San Bernardino and a big week ahead 
for Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Thomas Cov¬ 
ington ahead of a first home Grand Prix and 
one in which he enters as the sixth winner of 
an MX2 event this year. The American com¬ 
plimented his consistency in the first moto in 
Leon (fourth) with confidence and proactivity 
in the second. Gajser was closing fast but a 
strong lap in the final stages of the moto gave 
Covington the space he needed. It was the 
first victory for the U.S. in the class since Zach 
Osborne triumphed in Turkey in 2009 and 
the first podium since Michael Leib’s surprise 
top three at Fermo in Italy three years later. 
Covington clearly has potential and shows his 
best traits at the flyaways. By his own admis¬ 
sion the nineteen year old still has to mentally 
grasp the demands of European circuits but 
a change of team and manufacturer could be 
the key for the ‘64’ to be further forward in the 
standings on a regular basis. 

Glen Helen will benefit from the best injection 
yet of AMA competitors for what will be its 
third hosting of MXGP this century. 
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Red plates for Tim Gajser below 
stayed on the CRF250RW...but at one 
stage in the weekend it did not look 
likely. Ticker tape for Shaun Simpson 
who has now gone 1-4-1-2 for KTM in 
the last four rounds; three of those 
results with the factory 450SX-F 









MXGP MEX 


Paulin measures Leon to an inch. The 
Frenchman is 27 points ahead of his 
teammate in a small HRC dispute to 
see who will be runner-up in 2015 
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You came here after a very big result in the 
sand at Assen... 

Assen was really good and I think almost eve¬ 
rybody didn’t expect that result! The last few 
weeks have been OK and we did some testing 
and a race in Slovenia. 



On Saturday there you looked terrible... 

Haha. Like you said Saturday was horrible with 
two big crashes but I train hard and try hard 
and I turned it around. I think it was one of my 
best performances of the year. 

You haven’t been losing sleep about the 
championship run-in? 

I have been thinking about it and it is hard not 
to but I’m not lying there awake. You try to stay 
calm otherwise it is not good, mentally. We 
are close to the end but we have seen in the 
past that the last moto can decide who will be 
champion. It is always somewhere in the back 
of your mind. 

Happy with second place in Mexico? You 
seemed to struggle with the bike... 

I was feeling really good on the track and I 
think everybody had the same problem with 
the bike, especially the 250s. The first moto 
was a one-line race and it was about surviv¬ 
ing. I was a bit disappointed with fifth because 
Jonass had closed the gap quite a lot [in the 
standings]. Going into the second race they 
had moved mud away from the track and it 
was better. There were three or four lines in the 
corners. Jonass went down in front of me and 
I almost crashed into him. I was really happy 
with my riding after that. 








CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

Yamaha 

2 

Shaun Simpson, GBR 

KTM 

3 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

4 

Jeremy Van Horebeek, BEL 

Yamaha 

5 

Glenn Coldenhoff, NED 

Suzuki 


MXGP STANDINGS 

AFTER 17 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Romain Febvre (C) 

688 

2 

Gautier Paulin 

566 

3 

Evgeny Bobryshev 

539 

4 

Shaun Simpson 

481 

5 

Tony Cairoli 

442 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Thomas Covington, USA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Tim Gajser, SLO 

Honda 

3 

Benoit Paturel, FRA 

Yamaha 

4 

Pauls Jonass, LAT 

KTM 

5 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Kawasaki 


MX2 STANDINGS 

AFTER 17 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tim Gajser 

556 

2 

Pauls Jonass 

538 

3 

Max Anstie 

506 

4 

Valentin Guillod 

475 

5 

Jeremy Seewer 

467 

















































MXGP MEX 


A mistake by Valentin Guillod has been 
typical of the luckless Swiss’ season 
run-in. He can still catch Max Anstie for 
third in the MX2 championship 



ONE DAY... 

By Adam Wheeler 


T he powers behind MXGP (FIM, Youthstream 
and the manufacturers) are next due to sit 
around a table after the Motocross of Nations at 
Ernee in two weeks time. On the agenda could 
be a number of topics (why the 2016 provisional 
calendar has stretched to nineteen rounds for ex¬ 
ample) and perhaps delicate first moves towards 
changing the capacity of the premier class, as a 
debrief on 2015 is likely to conclude that speeds 
are still climbing as are the frequency of visits to 
Medical Centres. 

Maybe it is time to seriously discuss the potential 
of morphing Grand Prix into a one-day spectacle 
for the MXGP and MX2 categories, particularly in 
the current guise with so many European sup¬ 
port races as part of the programme. The ad¬ 
vantages would include valuable time for track 
maintenance (the Pros constantly gripe that the 
125,150, 250, 300 riders leave different types of 
bumps and ruts) and the creation of real Grand 
Prix ‘show’ on the Sunday while the European 
Championships could provide a full race timeta¬ 
ble for fans on Saturday. If the public want solely 
to glimpse Cairoli, Febvre, Paulin, Herlings and co 
then there is a fantastic opportunity on Saturday 
for autograph signings, Q+A sessions in the pad- 
dock and corporate responsibilities that sponsors 
can therefore milk (and thus increase market¬ 
ing worth and brand building potential of Grand 
Prix). MXGP stars will still be at circuits for the 
full weekend but the balance of the entertainment 
shifts and - like a boxing match card - there is a 
real hype to the main event. 


A well-received consequence (having listened 
to riders talking about the subject) would mean 
that the Saturday Qualification Heat disappears. 
Where is the advantage in this? Well, take eight¬ 
een Grands Prix with two motos and add another 
eighteen Qualification starts and that means rid¬ 
ers are bolting out of the gate fifty-four times in a 
season. Removing the Heat sprint would imme¬ 
diately reduce risk of crashes and carnage by a 
third. A short practice and ‘Super Pole’ format on 
Sunday morning would satisfy riders and amplify 
interest for spectators. 

While we're at it let's also hack at the overall for¬ 
mat. How about a first moto that carries a small¬ 
er scale for championship points (for top ten) and 
the classification decided the order in the gate 
for a potentially longer second moto? That race 
would be the decider for the Grand Prix victory 
and podium, the one that gets televised live and 
is the real focal and highpoint of the event and 
weekend. 

What do we have in opposition to this scheme? 
Firstly there is tradition and Youthstream’s stated 
reluctance to condense Grand Prix and potential¬ 
ly affect a circuit’s chances of drawing in a crowd 
over two days. This thinking is weakened slightly 
by EMX that seems to be growing in dates, par¬ 
ticipants and prestige every year. The European 
races are very unlikely to leave Grand Prix fixtures 
now so why not make a clear definition? Secondly 
there is the matter of broadcasting and Youth- 
stream’s wish to have at least the second motos 




of the EMX classes televised and shown on their 
comprehensive MXGP.tv channel and copious 
YouTube channel of content. Currently only races 
on Sunday are run under the gaze of the cameras 
and to cover both days means a budget hike. 

Whatever is said and planned at Ernee it does feel 
like MXGP is heading for a shake-up. For several 
years the two-motos-per-class, four-on-the-day 
scheduling means that Grand Prix is barely ap¬ 
propriate for realistic terrestrial TV coverage. It is 
too long, drawn-out and convoluted. There is also 
pressure to move the sport in a direction where it 
is deemed to be safer. Rather than trying to clear 
high, difficult and polemic hurdles such as capac¬ 
ity alterations with the manufacturers, try remov¬ 
ing Heat races and paying extra attention to track 
care. 

I'd love to see some sort of survey or opinion 
poll carried out in the paddock for these types of 
changes. I believe there would be a lofty degree 
of favouritism and together with interesting ideas 
like a stadium-based motocross Grand Prix - that 
I sadly hear has been put on ice - it would give 
people cause to feel vibrant and excited about 
where the sport might go in the next ten years. 
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THE 2016 KTM 125 SX 

COMPLETELY REDESIGNED AND REBUILT; 
THIS IS THE MOST ADVANCED. REFINED 
AND POTENT 125 CC MOTOCROSS RACE 
BIKE EVER MADE. 








READY TO RACE 
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NUTRITION 



JUST HOW IMPORTANT IS NUTRITION AND A STRICT DIET FOR GRAND PRIX STARS? 
WE TOOK A SPREAD OF RIDERS FROM THE PADDOCK AND ALSO ASKED TRAINER 

KEVIN MAGUIRE FOR INPUT ON THEIR INPUT 


By Adam Wheeler 
Photos by Ray Archer 


I t doesn’t take an astronomic IQ to realise 
you are what you eat. The importance of 
feeding well and sensibly is pretty much 
drilled into most people as children but for 
those aspiring to be professional athletes and 
reach the peak of their elected sport then it 
can be a complicated, scientific and bewil¬ 
dering area of preparation. Allergies, supple¬ 
ments, food groups and demands of the sport; 
through just talking to Grand Prix stars it 
seems that organising their culinary activities 
is as hectic as any other facet of a busy and 
dedicated lifestyle. We wanted to know if how 
much they value nutrition, what are the pit- 
falls and how does a Grand Prix winner reward 
themselves with a small treat... 


THE EATERS: 


*Max Anstie, Monster Energy DRT Kawasaki, three times MX2 Grand Prix winner 
*Kevin Maguire, Stepl Fitness 

*Max Nagl, Red Bull IceOne Husqvarna Racing, three times Grand Prix winner 
*Gautier Paulin, Team HRC, one time Grand Prix winner 

*Shaun Simpson, Hitachi Construction Machinery Revo KTM, two times Grand Prix winner 
*Jeremy Van Horebeek, Yamaha Factory Racing, Belgian Champion 


The worth of nutrition... 

Kevin Maguire: “I think in the past it was 
undervalued but I think there is more recogni¬ 
tion of how important it is. One of the things I 
always say to a lot of riders is “if you put diesel 
in your bike, how is it going to run? Whereas if 
put race fuel...” the same applies to your body. 

I think there is a greater awareness now. It is 
a massive aspect of overall health and perfor¬ 
mance.” 

Jeremy Van Horebeek: “I think a lot of riders 
don’t pay attention to their food but I’m sure 
all the top guys do. I feel so much better when 
I eat properly. You can make me happy some¬ 
times if you put a pizza in front of me but ever 
since I was a kid I knew it was important to eat 
well.” 

Shaun Simpson: “I think nutrition is one of 
the most overlooked aspects of any athlete’s 
‘game’. Whether you are a professional sports¬ 
man, obese or someone trying to diet everyone 
in this world has a craving. Everybody has a 
weakness and everyone has lapses of disci¬ 
pline and I would say a good percentage of 
people in the paddock do not look at their diet 
properly. I include myself. I know it is some¬ 
thing I don’t have 100% and I can look at it 
more. I have so much information and want 
to do it properly but a lot of factors come into 
it like travel, airplane food, different countries 
and cuisine, catching illnesses and the whole 
preparation that goes into the food.” 


Max Nagl: “I can see a lot of people making 
mistakes and sometimes it gives me goose- 
bumps! Everybody is training so hard and 
trying to be perfect with their preparation but I 
wonder if they really look at the food. It is such 
an important part and I take a lot of care.” 

Gautier Paulin: “When I first started training I 
knew I shouldn’t be eating ice-cream or putting 
bad food in ‘my engine’ but I was still pretty 
much eating everything. Then when I was nine¬ 
teen I had some digestion problems and from 
tests with a doctor found out I had high intoler¬ 
ance to certain foods and had to have a strict 
programme. The result is that the intolerance 
levels are much lower than before.” 

Max Nagl: “I found out about my lactose intol¬ 
erance and I should have taken the test years 
before but nobody really gave me the advice to 
do it. There are a lot of food coaching guys out 
there and a lot of bullshit. One person might 
tell you to only eat potatoes at the weekend. 
Another says eat pasta while another tells you 
it is the worse you can have. You need to find 
out on your own.” 

Max Anstie: “Food is part of the work you have 
to do. I have a really good programme in Eu¬ 
rope where I go shopping on a Thursday night 
and my Grandma packs me an icebag and I 
bring that bag full of food to the race: things 
like Quinoa pots and salmon, almonds, dark 
chocolate and whatever I need. I’m eating the 
same things seven days a week and it is im¬ 
portant.” 




Paulin: “I would not say I am the type of per¬ 
son that has big cravings and will eat a piece of 
chocolate and then have to have a kilo of it. I like 
to eat good stuff and it doesn’t feel like a sacrifice 
to me. I had to cut out the pineapple though...and 
that was my favourite. I also suffer a bit from not 
being able to put Parmesan on the pasta.” 

Simpson: “I would say good nutrition is some¬ 
thing like 5-7% of your preparation. In eleven 
years of doing Grand Prix motocross I have 
learnt so much about eating, dieting and training 
and my own body and I don’t think I have even 
scratched the surface of what some Olympians 
would do. There are still tests I haven’t done and 
things I could find out further.” 

Maguire: “It is hard to put percentages on it. I see 
even now in the paddock that people only tend to 
eat healthily on the day of the race and think it is 
enough. It’s not. It’s about the lifestyle that you 
choose and you have to be very consistent with it 
in order for your system to perform. In my opin¬ 
ion if you don’t pull all the aspects together - the 
nutrition and the training programmes - then you 
will not get that level of performance you want.” 


Van Horebeek: “I think having a good awareness 
of your food will also help when you have finished 
racing and competing.” 

Understanding your plate 

Anstie: “It took time for me to understand it. I 
had never worked with a trainer before and to be 
honest my Dad used to tell me “just eat loads”. I 
didn’t have a problem with getting fat and obvi¬ 
ously we are always burning off a lot of calories. 

I think my diet is an area I have refined over the 
last two years and moving forward I will always 
want to keep on top of things.” 

Van Horebeek: “I tried a special diet but it didn’t 
work well because I was low on energy. I went 
down in weight and bulk at the start of this sea¬ 
son and it did not work out for me. I lost three or 
four kilos before Qatar and Thailand and didn’t 
feel well. I did it because it was one of those 
‘details’ I was looking at. I was second in 2014 
and looking at what I can do to go for the title 
but pushing it to the limit didn’t work. I was eat¬ 
ing a lot of seeds, nuts and olives and tomatoes 
and not really proper meals. I was drinking a lot 
of juices as well. I lost weight, a lot in one week 
actually, and was low in fat. In the end I didn’t 
feel any benefit so I stopped. Your food is your 
energy.” 

Maguire: “There are a lot of blunt messages and 
‘noise’ out there with regards to what works and 
what doesn’t and it is a very individual thing. If 
you want to be at the top of your game some¬ 
times it is necessary to make changes they might 
initially be hard but once you get into the way of 
things then it becomes much easier. It is not al¬ 
ways about cutting everything out that is bad but 
you do have to limit it and maybe occasionally 
have something.” 

Nagl: “In the past I had different people telling 
me what I should eat and it was always a special 
diet with special food and I never really felt good 
with any of it. I came to a point where I thought ‘I 
will try it alone and find out myself what is best’ 
and it was the best way for me.” 




Simpson: “I said to a specialist that I have a 
thing about biscuits. I could have an amazing 
day with my food but when it gets to the even¬ 
ing and I’m having a tea and I’ll need a biscuit 
or a bit of chocolate. I was told that this crav¬ 
ing is OK but I’d need to find some food that 
gives the same sort of spike, like grapes. I was 
told that my body isn’t hungry; it is craving for 
nutrients, something it can use and absorb.” 

Paulin: “I’m tall so when I was racing in MX2 
I had to lose weight. I was 73-74 kilos. In the 
winter I was carrying the same I am now in 
MXGP: 81. So I had to get it down and I was 
fighting with the weight especially because 
many of my rivals were smaller and lighter. It 
was hard not to be sick sometimes and I was 
on the razor edge. If it was just for one race 
then it is OK but to be like that for seventeen- 
eighteen rounds was tough and at one stage 
I was losing energy. On the other hand there 
were a few months where I felt so, so strong. 

At this level however you need to be like that 
at every Grand Prix. With the 450 it is much 
easier to keep that level.” 

Simpson: “You need to fuel your body to do 
the correct job for training. You get the best 
out of it and feel better afterwards. You recover 


better, sleep better and be better for the next 
day. It is a knock-on effect.” 

Van Horebeek: “When I started I struggled to 
eat between the motos and then would always 
struggle in the second race. I’ve learned over 
the years that I have to eat and recover.” 

Anstie: “When you eat well you feel light, 
bouncy - like you are ‘free’ - and once you’ve 
had this feeling then it outweighs any of the 
difficulty of being disciplined. I actually en¬ 
joy my food and I am not super-regimented. 
Things that I do not like, I do not eat.” 

Paulin: “We run eighteen rounds from Febru¬ 
ary to September, we have to deal with injury, 
recovery and jetlag and it can feel like a long 
season. If it were the Olympic games and a 
matter of building up for just those few days of 
performance then I would say it is easier.” 

Nagl: “As athletes I think we know a lot about 
food, well, most of us. We travel around a lot 
and need to find the right food. I think a lot of 
riders are also good cooks.” 

Simpson: “In the same way you don’t want to 
finish work and have to go and by fresh food- 


and-produce every day sometimes it is the 
same when you have done your riding and 
practice or work. You might not want to spend 
almost an hour cooking when you really just 
want to chuck a pizza in the oven! Nutrition is 
huge and everyone knows you have to eat well 
and avoid the super-sugary stuff that makes 
you feel crap.” 

Paulin: “If I did not have Clementine with me 
then it would be nearly impossible to do my 
diet programme seven days a week because 
our lives involve being on the road, the bike, 
the car, plane, hotel and motorhome.” 

Nagl: “I don’t have a set plan now. I just watch 
what I eat and try to have the freshest food 
possible. Sabrina [fiancee] is always cooking 
and really looks after that when we are home. I 
can eat anything as well.” 

Paulin: “I think the younger you are the less 
important it is and you can exaggerate and get 
away with stuff. Also you need to live! However 
you cannot go to McDonalds every day and 
you need to think about what you have to do 
in order to reach the world championship. You 
get more professional and if you want to reach 
your goal then it ends up being an important 
part of it." 


it is not the best thing. Sometimes I feel that I 
need it; I’m sure eating it now and again is not 
a big disaster.” 

Nagl: “Typical breakfast? If I am home and not 
training then some bread and jam and stuff 
like that. If I have a hard training day or a race 
weekend then muesli with some special stuff 
inside.” 



Finding out more 


Nagl: “As a teenager I did not take care of it at 
all. I’d eat the same as everybody else in the 
team. I think that can be important also when 
you are young. Obviously you need to look at 
what goes into your system before a Grand 
Prix and when you have a weekend off then 
eating a pizza, for example, is not the end of 
the world. 

Maguire: “You have to keep things simple for 
people. If you can eat as fresh as possible and 
avoid processed food then your body utilises 
that. It extracts the enzymes and the nutri¬ 
ents to benefit the system. Processed foods, 
especially those with a long shelf life, are very 
difficult for the body to break down.” 

Van Horebeek: “The morning is the toughest 
time for me because I really like Nutella...and 


Maguire: “If you want to be very specific about 
what is going to work for you then tests are the 
best way and there are multiple tests that can 
be done and will give you a complete profile of 
what is going to work for you. In some cases 
you can get a rough idea of what will work 
just by looking at stature, bone structure and 
Somatotype but to be very specific then tests 
need to be done.” 

Anstie: “It is an area I want to improve on 
next year because I just don’t know [the full 
picture], I do know what I feel good with and I 
take a lot of pride in knowing my body. I visit 
the physio every week even if I am fine and 
work on little things. I think there are marginal 
gains to be made [with nutrition] but unless 
you have the doctors and the resources to do it 
then it’s difficult.” 



Maguire: “You might be taking or eating some¬ 
thing you think is working but your body might 
be struggling to break it down. The body has 
to ‘work harder’ and fight it off so your per¬ 
formance could deteriorate as well. What you 
think is healthy and working might not actually 
be so and causing harm to your system.” 



Nagl: “I think everybody at this level is making 
blood tests...but this cannot tell you everything 
about your food intake.” 


Tackling problems and myths 

Simpson: “For me it was two or three years 
of feeling bad and it wasn’t until Ashley Kane 
[Bell Helmets Europe] told me to try going 
gluten-free and stick to meat, fish, veg, rice 
and potatoes and cut out all the bread and 
pasta did I feel this ‘boost’. It is about finding 
out what works for you on weekends and cut¬ 
ting out the peaks of sugar rushes that you get. 
What you eat is a powerful thing.” 


are intolerant it can have a huge impact. The 
purists say that we need to cut out carbs how¬ 
ever I debate this and as I mentioned earlier 
there are good sources and bad, and for racers 
I think they are necessary as a fuel source for 
such high intensity work...but we can utilize 
other fuel sources more efficiently so that 
carbs are not the be-all-and-end-all.” 

Anstie: “I used to have a few bad habits - 
Weetabix and things like that which my girl¬ 
friend loves - so it’s hard in the morning when 
she’s eating breakfast and I have to have eggs 
with no bread.” 

Nagl: “I really liked diary and it became a big 
problem that my body couldn’t take it. If I eat 
products with it inside then it brings me down 
and it takes almost two weeks to recover. I 
really miss it but there is a lot of choice with 
Soya. It is not the same taste but it’s OK.” 



Maguire: Like I said, there is plenty of noise: 
‘carbs are bad for you, fat is bad for you, etc’. 
Ultimately there are good nutrition sources 
and bad as with most things: doughnuts vs 
sweet potatoes, margarine vs coconut oil a few 
examples. Gluten, again, is something that has 
become a big issue. There are those that are 
intolerant and it can cause major Gi distress, 
which has a knock on effect and several stud¬ 
ies have shown that especially for athletes who 


Simpson: “Being allergic to gluten is a mega¬ 
hassle: from travelling to eating out, flying, 
finding products in supermarkets in countries 
It is why I like taking my camper to the races 
because I can just load it up with the food 
I need and have set meals planned for the 
weekend. It sounds boring but I know what I 
can eat, when and where it is in the camper. 

It is all mapped out. It means a lot of forward 
planning.” 








Paulin: “I had a problem with some fruits. I 
could even feel some burning on my tongue, 
like the pineapple, and just assumed it was the 
citrus acid but then it would pop up in points 
‘ding, ding, ding’ on the blood test. The biggest 
thing though was the milk and I was surprised 
because I wasn’t eating a lot of diary or big 
amounts of cheese but it also showed up as 
something I was intolerant to. It was ‘4’ from a 
scale of 1-5.” 


Maguire: “A good coach will figure out what is 
best for the athlete but you want to make sure 
that you are going to have something that will 
not cause any distress on the system and can 
be processed by the body efficiently and not 
cause discomfort or have an adverse effect on 
the day. Water is a prime example, believe it or 
not too much on race day can be just as bad 
than not enough, and can have debilitating ef¬ 
fects on performance.” 



Simpson: “‘Pasta makes you faster’ some of 
it can be total crap but for some guys a lot of 
pasta works. It is loaded with wheat and gluten 
and unless you are not susceptible to that then 
an hour later you might be feeling tired and on 
the line and saying “gimme that gel pack!” and 
‘boom’ you spike through the roof again and 
your body doesn’t really know what is going 
on. You need to find it out about your body 
and cannot listen to what worked for someone 
else.” 


Anstie: “You can eat cheap but I spend quite a 
bit of money because I go to Marks and Spen¬ 
cer.” 

Paulin: “I do a lot of exercise and sport and I 
eat healthily anyway but I am starting to be a 
bit fussier in restaurants now and want good 
food and a nice atmosphere.” 

Simpson: “I need to get maximum out of my¬ 
self, the bike, my training, my eating, my state 
of mind to get the results I need. I am willing 
to put that in. Maybe someone like Tony [Cai- 
roli] can be easier with what he eats and just 
beats us through pure speed or talent. Your 
body changes as you get older and the food 
you ate or the beers you drank when you are 
younger affect you differently.” 


Supplementing the load 

Maguire: “If you look at the research then 
much of it is limited and funded by the compa¬ 
nies that make the products themselves. If you 
dig deep and look at some other research then 
there are many supplements that don’t have 
any real benefit. In motocross I think there are 
too many guys taking too many pills without 
knowing if it really helping because they have 
not stripped everything back and started with 
the basics of good nutrition, and by focus¬ 
sing on that and experimenting with various 
intakes of the good food out there. They think 
by taking supplements then it solves every¬ 
thing whereas it should be the last thing that is 
looked at.” 



Van Horebeek: “I’m sure everybody is taking 
some recovery shakes or food to help. I do not 
take so much, just some multi vitamins. I think 
I need to go further into this topic to find out 
more. To see if it can really help with fitness 
and that 1-2% and any gain to be made. I think 
some other guys are more advanced in this 
area and maybe don’t have so many problems 
with the heat, for example.” 



You can take as many supplements as you 
want and then eat crap and it kinda defeats the 
purpose.” 

Nagl: “ I have to steer clear of the shakes and 
protein drinks so I had to look for something 
else. I think you need to take supplements 
because every week we are training, racing and 
emptying our bodies and you cannot take it 
from just normal food. There is a lot of differ¬ 
ence in what works and what doesn’t and for 
this I believe in my trainer’s advice. There is a 
lot of choice on the market and everybody will 
tell you that their product is the best! It is dif¬ 
ficult to make the right choice.” 

Anstie: “This year I haven’t taken any. It is a 
weird topic. Some people are mega believers 
in it and others are not. I used to be, a couple 
of years ago, I used to love popping vitamin 
pills. It was like a placebo effect in a way and 
that feeling of knowing I had done everything 
I could to have my levels correct. I think it is 
a piece of the puzzle. You need to have every¬ 
thing together: training, nutrition, sleep, rest, 
work, riding, mental training.” 


Simpson: “A lot of them are fancy marketing 
but I think you do need certain supplements 
and I take some, not as much as I used to. 
Trainers will either believe in them or they 
won’t. You have to watch out if you take them 
over and over for years because your body 
actually gets used to them and starts to shut 
down parts of the digestive system that is look¬ 
ing for that vitamin C, D, E or whatever that 
it normally finds in the food. If you give your 
body everything you need through food and 
your digestive system is working efficiently 
then you are doing alright. In the first part of 
the season I didn’t take any supplements at 
all and went to the doctor and all my blood 
levels were perfect, I felt good and he said 
“keep taking what you are taking” and I said I 
wasn’t taking anything and he was amazed. It 
was the first time in years he had a blood test 
come back like that without any supplements. 


Maguire: “It riles me no end when you con¬ 
stantly see it pushed on riders, especially now 
with testing you have to be extra careful with 
ingredients and content of the supplement. 
There have been more than a few caught out 
as they do not have an understanding of what 
is banned and not banned. It might be in the 
very small print but it could end your career 
without you even knowing. What might work 
for ‘Mr Olympia’ could get ‘Mr Motorcycle’ 
banned for life. I am not saying all supple¬ 
ments are bad as there are some very good 
companies out and, yes, some athletes would 
benefit from supplementing, but don’t just go 
on and take things on the back of some snip¬ 
pet you read or this report that was published, 
or someone that is sponsored and took 6 sec¬ 
onds off their lap-time. It’s a multi billion dollar 
industry that funds a lot of the research...need 
I say more.” 



NUTRITION 


Treats 

Paulin: “When I go to Japan then I’m in love 
with all the food there.” 

Simpson: “Something simple like a really nice 
curry with a big bit of gluten-free naan bread! 

If I could throw the gluten thing out of the win¬ 
dow then it would be a nice juicy cheeseburger 
in a nice fresh bun with hand-cut chips and a 
chocolate cake dessert. Basically stuff every¬ 
body likes...with a couple of pints of cider.” 

Anstie: “If I win or do well then I might treat 
myself on a Sunday night with a Millionaire 
Shortbread. That’s it.” 

Nagl: “In the past it was always fast food! 
Sunday evening after a good race we’d be in 
McDonalds or Burger King but I cannot do that 
any more. Apparently even those burgers have 
traces of milk! So I think it would be a steak 
with some fries.” 

Van Horebeek: “Actually for me it is not eat¬ 
ing; it is drinking a beer. After Loket last year 
[scene of his first MXGP win] we went home 
and had a few Duvels [Belgian beer]. I know it 
is not allowed but we made it happen last year 
so why not?” 



ASCENT JERSEY $69.95 
ASCENT PANT $169.95 
IMPACT 6L0VE $45.95 
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he gleaming, ordered and welcoming 
Kemea Yamaha racing awning is busy. As 
one of Yamaha’s principal set-ups in the 
MXGP paddock and one of two main ‘arrows’ 
in the company’s attack on the MX2 class of 
Grand Prix then you’d expect it to be this way. 
Riders - and GP rookies - Benoit Paturel and 
Brent Van Doninck (already owners of top five 
finishes and a podium result each in their first 
seasons) float around without pretension. Da¬ 
mon Graulus is also about and concentrating on 
GP’s feeder class, EMX250 while EMX125 pro¬ 
tagonist Maxime Renaux has presence beyond 
his tender fifteen years. Former GP winner and 
leading ‘name’ of Belgian motocross, Marnicq 
Bervoets, holds court at one of the spacious 
tables in the hospitality section. Bervoets has 
been the spiritual and sporting hub of the Ke¬ 
mea organisation since he formed an alliance 
with owner and Hans Corvers at the beginning 
of the decade. Corvers, a successful business¬ 
man and a charming individual, is also present, 
as he so often is at Grand Prix events. 

It is Corvers who we want to speak to today. 

He has demands on his time but is only happy 
to talk about the creation of a team that takes 
funding, energy and a vast commitment. It is 
a bold venture for a man who could easily be 
happy with his feet up on a boat somewhere. 
Like most people involved in racing the Belgian 
had been led with his heart and still needs to 
feed an addiction. “I was riding until ’97 and 
had sixteen years with Suzuki but in my last 
two seasons I was convinced to try Yamaha,” he 
explains. “In that last season I hurt my back, I 
was thirty-three then and the same local dealer 
that got me in ‘blue’ wanted to build a team 
around me because there were not many Yama¬ 
ha squads in the amateur series were I was 
racing. So there was material and the set-up 
and the riders organised around me, using my 
contacts to make it work. I set up the team as 
a non-profit organisation and we came up with 
the name ‘Kemea’ which is an acronym and in 
Flemish it means ‘Come try to catch me’. 


We started in ’97 as a real team and we were in 
the amateur federation until 2010 and we took a 
lot of FIM and Belgian titles.” 

So how did Marnicq become involved and when 
did you set your sights on Grand Prix? 

Marnicq was working for the LS team at this 
time but we are both from the same town, Paal 
[northwest of Hasselt]. He was not so happy 
there and we sat around a table and talked and 
one thing led to another and we started work¬ 
ing together in the European Championship 
with local support through Yamaha Belgium. It 
was together with the Reytec dealership in the 
beginning and we had five people involved and 
we bought the truck. When you want to do the 
European Championship then you need good 
riders, bikes, mechanics, truck, the workshop 
and when you have all of that then it is not too 
complicated to think about the world champi¬ 
onship. But the budget, the cost to do that... 
wow. We spoke a bit with Yamaha Motor Eu¬ 
rope at that time and Yamaha Netherlands and 
the Dutch were very interested in supporting a 
Dutch rider in EMX125, so we took Frederik Van 
der Vlist and Ludovic Brevers and they did re¬ 
ally well, winning the Dutch Championship and 
taking sixth in EMX. Brevers had an injury but 
before that he was doing well. The click then 
happened between Netherlands and YME and 
we said now we want to grow into MX2 and my 
goal was that in five years we would be near 
the top. This was in 2012, so coming into 2016 
I wanted the team to be able to run by itself 
and we worked hard for that. I did not want to 
put all of my money into it because it costs so 
much and it is a big budget. Last year we want¬ 
ed to move into the top ten of MX2 with Petar 
[Petrov] and we didn’t make it. The year before 
he was eleventh with two fourth positions. 2014 
was not a good season and Yamaha changed 
their racing structure quite a lot and go for two 
official MX2 teams with Tim [Mathys, Standing 
Construct owner] and us. Now it is really seri¬ 
ous and I have to say that for us the goal has to 
be going for the title in 2017. 












It seems there are very strong elements about 
Kemea: Your reputation for building youth, the 
presentation of the team is second to none 
and then your role as a man-manager. Focus¬ 
ing on the youth side and the work with Mar- 
nicq, how is that for you? Do you sometimes 
hanker for that star rider that will take the 
team up to the position of title contenders or 
is it more satisfying watching raw talent like 
Benoit and Brent develop? 

The brainstorming for the team has always 
happened with four other people and our idea 
was to always have one young rider in the 
team. It is not easy; when you want to go for 
the top it is best that you have only two rid¬ 
ers and focus directly on them. Then again it 
is so difficult to get young riders! And if you 
don’t make an effort to bring them through as 
a team then you’ll lose motocross as a sport. It 
is so important to do something for the talent 
coming up and we said that we’d always do 
that and try to help at least one racer improve. 
You can be lucky with one kid and maybe not 


with another but Marnicq is available 24-7 for 
the riders we have - two in world champion¬ 
ship and two in EMX. The goal for the future 
is to take one EMX rider and keep him with us 
all the way into the world championship. When 
you look at MX2 now then the guys that have 
to make it in the future, well, it won’t be easy 
for them and we have to prepare these rid¬ 
ers. If you don’t want to do that then you can 
always buy a good rider but it is not the same 
[feeling]. We want to create, to promote and to 
help. I think we will always stay like that. 

But can you find support for that? Will spon¬ 
sors want to invest in that type of develop¬ 
ment project instead of all-out success? 

It costs money! If you don’t build the young 
guys up then there will not be anybody on TV 
for the sponsors. Yes, it would be easy just to 
have two world championship riders and focus 
on that... 




MOULDING THE FUTURE: KEMEA YAMAHA 


Although you tried this in 2014... 

Yes...but then look at this current season. 

Brent came in as a rookie and found his place 
in the top ten, and has been increasing the 
level. He had some bad luck when he twisted 
his knee in the UK and we had Damon [Grau- 
lus, in EMX250] on standby to fill-in. If you did 
not have that young or European Champion¬ 
ship rider then you have a big team down to 
just one guy. For the younger rider concentrat¬ 
ing on EMX then those opportunities are also 
a golden chance. OK, Damon knows about the 
World Championship and has experience but 
he was ready to just step in. 

Is working with young riders tricky? Espe¬ 
cially when it comes to being a professional 
in this sport. There must be differing levels of 
maturity... 

It goes kid-by-kid, guy-to-guy. The MX2 riders 
we have now - Benoit and Brent - when you 
sit down at the table with them they look you 
in the eye and they listen. They listen to Mar- 
nicq and they pick things up. We’ve had some 
other riders - not mentioning any names - that 
are simply not on the same page or want to be 
on the same page. If someone like Marnicq, 
who was racing eighteen years, says something 
then he knows what he’s talking about! The 
young riders can pick up a lot from him but 
you have to ‘want it’, you know? Maxime [Re- 
naux, EMX125 leader and Junior World Cham¬ 
pion] is very mature and a focused kid. 

I imagine last year with the investment in 
Petar and Australian Champion Luke Styke 
was difficult for you- 

Very difficult... 

But it must be satisfying to see two rookies 
straight away in the top ten this season... 

Honestly at the beginning of the season and 
our agreement with Eric De Seynes, Paolo 
Pavesio and Erik Eggens at Yamaha Motor Eu¬ 
rope we were very clear: for European Cham¬ 
pionship we wanted to go for the title - in the 
first case with Brent but then we switched after 


the first two GPs with Damon - and for the 
other riders coming in from other brands they 
would go straight onto good material. I have 
to say a big thanks to Yamaha and Michele 
[Rinaldi] for that because the bikes are so 
good. Both riders came from another team 
and some injuries and we didn’t know what to 
expect. We agreed that we would do our best 
for a three year plan - 2015, ‘16, ‘17 - and if 
the guys could ride between 8th and 15th then 
this would be perfect; we’d be on schedule. We 
want to give them time, experience and then 
to really go for it this coming winter and then 
look to between 3rd and 8th. If they can win 
then it is so much better...but you have to be 
realistic with the steps. This season I think we 
can say we are on the right way because Be¬ 
noit and Brent have taken a few 5th, 6th, 7th 
and 8th positions and of course our first tro¬ 
phies. 





Feature 


BERVOETS: "RIDERS NEED TO KNOW WHAT THEY 
WANT ; THEY HAVE TO CHOOSE THE LINES THEY 
THINK IS BEST AND IF THEY ARE NOT GOOD THEY 
TAKE THAT AS EXPERIENCE. I WANT THEM TO THINK 
DIFFERENTLY THINK FOR THEMSELVES..." 











You are even ahead of schedule with Brent 
taking that podium at Assen... 

Brent kinda surprised us in Holland. We knew 
he was a really good sand rider. It didn’t go 
well at Lommel because he put a lot of pres¬ 
sure on himself and crashed. He didn’t take 
any expectations to Assen and was really fast. 
On the other hand Paturel is surprising Mar- 
nicq more than Brent. Two seventh positions 
and he was pushing Brent at some points and 
this was a big step for him. Now we are going 
to take it easier in the winter because we are 
on schedule. It looks like we are going to be 
between 8-12 with both riders and we are go¬ 
ing to make our goal. 

Apart from Pauls Jonass, Brent is the only 
rider to have come into the season as a total 
rookie, breached the top ten and walked the 
podium...quite an achievement...and then Be¬ 
noit backed it up in Mexico... 

Yeah, but we are staying calm. Brent was only 
riding with one brand before he came to Yama¬ 
ha this season and was a protege of Stefan 
Everts. He is so happy now and Stefan also 
congratulated Brent after Assen and told him 
that was what he expected. He missed the first 
two GPs because he was not a GP rider and 
then missed four races because of that knee 
injury in Great Britain - and will get it operated 
after an engine test a few days after the Na¬ 
tions. Brent is a talent and he is only nineteen. 
You have to be careful not to hype things too 
much because he can get injured and the mo¬ 
mentum goes...but...he has a lot of potential 
and next season I’m sure we will see him bet¬ 
ter than this year. Benoit was a bit sad that he 
wasn’t the first to get a podium for us in Assen 
but he more than made up for it. 

Both riders have committed to multi-year 
deals that must be a confidence booster and 
assertion of your work as well... 

Yes, both are staying...even if one of the two 
got a much better offer! They both asked to 
sign new contracts with Benoit for two years 
and Brent for three. That says and means 
something and the whole team is happy. The 


people and the structure stay in place for the 
first time and that means that we are do¬ 
ing something right. The riders are also good 
friends and room together for the overseas 
trips and play ride and train together. It is a 
nice unit. They are rookies and they did not 
know what to expect this season but now they 
know they can push for podiums and there 
might be a completely different dynamic there 
and we have to take care as management that 
it keeps growing as a big and professional fam¬ 
ily. 

On the other side is it exciting to see a fifteen 
year old like Maxime come straight into the 
team - quite late - and be winning races right 
away and think about where he could do in 
the next two-three years... 

Yes, and that’s Maxime’s goal: to go for first 
positions in EMX125. It is our goal with him 
and also Yamaha’s. The performance is there 
and for sure we want to continue the project 
with him. I think his family is happy and he is 
well organised. 

If you signed a rider currently taking podiums 
or moto wins then I guess it would be very 
exciting for you but then it must be so satisfy¬ 
ing to bring riders like Brent and Benoit into 
Grand Prix and know that in one season they 
are reaching the same level...? 

Two years ago we tried to contract a good, top 
rider and that meant a lot of money. We put 
that money on the table and...the rider didn’t 
come. It means that athletes in MX2 are look¬ 
ing at the structure, the equipment and the 
team’s record. The top riders are looking at the 
wider picture because in MX2 - like in all the 
classes - if you don’t have a good bike, then 
you can forget it. So I said to Marnicq: “we are 
going about this in the wrong way...we need 
to go for young riders who are happy to get a 
place in our officially supported team”. So we 
wanted youth with potential and we want to 
grow with them and for sure we will pay them 
really well when the results come through... 
and we will do it together. 


MOULDING THE FUTURE: KEMEA YAMAHA 



There is a full compliment of European Cham¬ 
pionship at Grands Prix these days. Is that 
like a shop window for you or do you need to 
be looking at riders at an even earlier stage? 

We don’t spend too much time on the 85 class 
because we believe at fourteen there is a ‘click’ 
with the guys. They change from a child to a 
young man and a lot goes on. If you put a lot 
of energy into 65s and 85s then there is not 
much time for that...but with the 125s then 
it becomes serious. In the first year that rid¬ 
ers are going from 85s to 125s then you can 
see who is ‘on it’ and you have to be there to 


spot it. That is the start and you see it with 
people like Maxime and [Josiah] Natzke and a 
few others. We follow the 125s closely and this 
year there have been some great fights on the 
two-strokes. It is really nice. It is actually like 
a world championship! I hope the manufactur¬ 
ers can look again at this motorcycle and this 
category because motocross is born from that 
class. We need to put some energy into it and I 
hope we can get organised to beat the Orange 
team! That’s the goal! 







MOULDING THE FUTURE: KEMEA YAMAHA 



MARNICQ BERVOETS 

The former Grand Prix winner is the manager 
of the Kemea unit and applies his own particu¬ 
lar view of how to work with green talent under 
the blue awning. “The riders have trainers 
and physical experts and schedules to follow 
but I think I have built something up in terms 
of their personality and character,” he says. 
“Having a coach is a good thing but then they 
also need to know what they want, they have 
to choose the lines they think is best and if 
they are not good they take that as experience 
for next time. In that way I work very hard and 
not just say ‘this or that is better: do it’. If you 
control too much you don’t get that character. 

I want them to think differently, think for them¬ 
selves and not just follow somebody.” 

“Marnicq told me I need to be happier with 
things and I shouldn’t expect too much of 
myself,” Van Doninck reveals in the wake of a 
disappointing outing at his home Grand Prix 
at Lommel and ahead of podium success at 
Assen in Holland. “Not every weekend is the 
same. He said I needed to be calmer at Assen 
and let it come to me. There is a lot of mental 
help. Lommel and Mantova were ‘off weekends 
and I wasn’t feeling fit. Marnicq just made me 
step back a little bit and see where I am and 
what I am doing, telling me I had the most 
‘beautiful’ job in the world and had to keep 
fighting. It can be a tough sport and after an 
‘off weekend then you can think about it all 
through the next week. I also know things can 
be over very quickly.” 

“I’ve never had a team like this or such a 
good feeling in a team,” BVD says. “It helps a 
lot that they believe so much in me and not 
many people would let a rider switch from the 
Europeans to Grands Prix. I want to stay here 
because I know they will always do what they 
can for me.” 
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LEATI 


Having displayed their new gloves with certified 
protection in the last issue its time for a closer 
look at Leatt’s GPX helmet. It seems that the 
GPX shares some genes with 6D’s ODS damp¬ 
ener technology. Their patented 360 degree 
Turbine system involves the use of absorbent 
‘discs’ that move and compress to soak up 
impact. Together with 3D in-moulded V foam 
(basically offering the same spongy capacity 
with multi-density and with medium and high 
impact protection) Leatt claim their helmet 
provides: ‘up to 30% reduction of head impact 
at concussion level’ and ‘up to 40% reduction 
of rotational acceleration to the head & brain’. 


While the GPX is optimized for motocross and 
off-road another important point is the reduced 
shell size. Leatt stating that the ‘10% smaller 
shell transfers up to 20% less momentum and 
rotational energy to the head & brain.’ And 
of course it is moulded to work seamlessly 
and effectively with their award-winning neck 
braces. Other features include 11 ventilation 
ports designed to keep the head cool even at 
slow speeds, Moisture-wicking, breathable and 
anti-microbial snap-out liner, a breakaway peak 
and apparently optimized ‘weight’ although no 
figures are provided on this in the promotional 
document. 


Like when 6D first came on the market the 
function of the helmet seems to outweigh the 
styling at this early stage. Leatt will eventually 
find their look and appeal to compliment the 
safety benefits in what is a very busy and often 
misleading market. The technology within the 
GPX already allows it to stand free from the off¬ 
road crowd. 


We hope to get our hands on one soon to offer 
a more comprehensive review. 
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GASPING FOR A GP...? 

By Steve Matthes 


hile we bask in the glory of the first 
American to win an MX2 World Champi¬ 
onship race since Zach Osborne in 2009 (tip of 
the hat to Thomas Covington) we ponder what 
exactly has happened to the USGP? 

The newest incarnation is taking this place 
this Sunday at Glen Helen Raceway located in 
Southern California and is the first USGP since 
Glen Helen hosted last time in 2011. Before 
the MXGP series came back in 2011, the world 
championship series hadn’t visited the USA 
since 1999 at Budds Creek. After holding GP 
races here throughout the 1970’s, 80’s and 
most of the 90’s, the series vacated arguably 
one of the strongest motorcycle racing markets 
in the world. The return to America in 2011 
was initially greeted with some enthusiasm but 
attendance was poor by USA rider standards. 
Holding the race early in the GP season and 
right before the American motocross series, 
it seemed that the event handicapped itself 
right from the start. The two years the series 
came back here can’t be looked at anything 
but a disaster in terms of attendance, US rider 
participation and enthusiasm. I went to both of 
them and was shocked at the apathy displayed 
there by pretty much anyone who was Ameri¬ 
can. They didn’t work and really, they didn’t 
have a chance either with the scheduling. 

Will this weekend be different? Right off the 
bat the date of the race is much better, staged 
after the American series is over. The battle 
between Antonio Cairoli and American Ryan 
Villopoto was what we were all hoping to see 
but that’s not going to happen with the Ameri¬ 
can having already announced his retirement. 
But American participation is better than ever 


with Monster Kawasaki rider Josh Grant and 
the Monster Pro Circuit team (or what’s left of 
it after injuries and surgeries have struck, we 
think just Chris Alldredge will be there) are 
confirmed. Also Roger De Coster, the man who 
once brought the Americans back to the Mo¬ 
tocross des Nations, has pledged support to 
the series for the teams that he oversees (Red 
Bull KTM and Rockstar Husqvarna) to race the 
USGP. So that adds Dean Wilson, Marvin Mus- 
quin (jumping up to MXGP as he’s too old for 
MX2), Jason Anderson and Christophe Pourcel 
to the mix. As well, Davi Millsaps, on the KTM- 
supported BTOSports KTM’s team is lining up. 

A major shot to the arm for the race is the 
entire KTM Troy Lee Designs team is lining up 
in MX2. So right-away it’s an improved line¬ 
up over what we saw years ago. That in itself 
should insure some great competition. The 
folks at Youthstream should be very thank¬ 
ful that the ‘green claw’ teams over here are 
onboard and that De Coster has thrown them 
a lifeline. Cooper Webb, him of no energy drink 
title sponsor that is the same as the MXGP se¬ 
ries nor a KTM company man, is actually lining 
up on his own accord, getting some time on 
the 450 Yamaha ahead of the Motocross des 
Nations next weekend in France. 

So while there isn’t any factory Honda or Suzu¬ 
ki riders taking in the race there is some good 
American talent going to be on the line this 
weekend. It seems strange to me that the other 
two Americans joining Webb on the MXDN 
team aren’t racing and perhaps that makes a 
statement right there on the American teams’ 
feelings about this race. 




In speaking with riders that are scheduled to 
race, there is a bit of resignation that they’re 
sort of being made to race but they’ll make the 
best of it. Since the American nationals ended, 
the guys have been hitting up Glen Helen on 
its practice days to get some time in and Wil¬ 
son actually raced there a couple of days ago. 
So while I wouldn’t look for any rider to take 
any huge risks out there, it should make for 
some interesting competition especially in the 
MX2 class which still needs a title to be de¬ 
termined and there’s no doubt that American 
riders will be in the mix for wins and podiums. 

As far as the industry is concerned, there’s still 
not a lot of enthusiasm for this race. Twenty- 
nine races starting in January and ending in 
late August leaves a lot of people involved in 
the sport, be it riders, team members or media 
even, looking forward to the downtime. Trudg¬ 
ing out to Glen Helen to watch some of the 
best riders in the world isn’t enough to get too 
many people excited. 

Let’s hope though that the fans of the sport 
ARE in a position to get excited as the attend¬ 
ance for the last couple of USGP’s weren’t 
enough to pack the fences. Or even a large 
passenger van for that matter. The timing of 
the event is better, the rider list is better but 
in my opinion, there still isn’t anywhere near 
the excitement level that you would think there 
would be if this were twenty years ago and 
that’s sad. But that’s reality over here nowa¬ 
days. 
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ROBERT JONAS: BUILDING HUSGVARNA RACING 


* Husqvar 








J ust in case you hadn’t noticed a white 
bike won the opening Grand Prix of the 
year...and held the red plate at the head 
of a weirdly unpredictable MXGP champion¬ 
ship for five rounds. In just its second season 
of regeneration Husqvarna has lurched into 
a number of racing disciplines with the same 
potency, aggression and potential as its orange 
sister brand. The machinery shares a common 
platform - as with a number of car manufac¬ 
turers - but the vital ingredient behind the 
Husqvarna movement is the same manage¬ 
ment that propelled KTM to be such a super¬ 
force in all racing disciplines. 

Back in 2006 KTM were jacking-in their costly 
125 and 250cc MotoGP programme, their U.S. 
racing structure was laughable and motocross 
was fragmented with an outsourced MX2 team 
and a ‘super’ investment in MX1 of Mickael 
Pichon and Sebastien Tortelli helmed by the 
divisive late Georges Jobe that would ulti¬ 
mately fail. Former Austrian motocross cham¬ 
pion Robert Jonas had just joined new racing 
boss Pit Beirer and the two began to plot an 
overhaul that helped the company rise to the 
heights still achieved in the worlds of enduro 
and rally. Beirer has rightly claimed much 
credit for the resurgence of KTM - post-finan¬ 
cial crisis - up to the point where they un¬ 
leashed formidable 2016 production 250 and 
450SX-F motorcycles and picked up the last 
major crown (AMA 450SX) missing from a sta¬ 
ble of titles and championships that numbered 
eight in 2014 alone and has now reach a star¬ 
tling 251 in all classes. Not bad for a manufac¬ 
turer that used to have a reputation for engines 
that could barely last to a chequered flag. 

At the start of 2014 Beirer ‘lost’ his colleague, 
sound-board and right hand man...but who 
is the Austrian 40 year old now charged with 
leading Husqvarna to on-track glory? We sat 
down to figure out just how Jonas made the 
transition from racer to racing manager and 
his part in the KTM monolith that just con¬ 
tinues to steamroll forward, even to the point 


where Beirer is joking about retirement such is 
the depth of achievement. 

“Robert is one of those guys that when he says 
something then he does it,’’ opines the German 
former 250cc GP winner. “He does not prom¬ 
ise things that he cannot deliver. He is 100% 
reliable and that is one of his big strengths. 

He was never the ‘showman’ and he was never 
selling himself to people. He worked his way 
up the hard way but everyone who worked with 
him found a reliable person.” 

Jonas, friendly, talkative - although a little shy 
- and clearly just a little obsessed with racing, 
may now wear the white-and-blue in line with 
his fresh job description but his roots lie deep 
at Mattighofen. It is from the central racing HQ 
(actually just down the road from the KTM and 
Husky assembly lines, in Munderfing) that Jo¬ 
nas has allocated resources to the likes of the 
Rockstar team in the USA (SX podiums with 
Anderson and Osborne), IceOne so effectively 
in MXGP and Jacky Martens in MX2 (Febvre 
winning in Brazil last year and Tonkov taking a 
moto success with the new FC250 in Italy) and 
arming the likes of Jarvis and co in off-road 
and Enduro and made his stamp already. It all 
began with a different colour though. 

“I had the chance to come into an Austrian 
supported team in 1992 for the national se¬ 
ries and that is when I came into contact with 
KTM and started riding KTMs. It is quite a long 
time ago and since then I’ve always been con¬ 
nected to KTM,” he explains. “I was in techni¬ 
cal school and in 1995 I started working at 
KTM in the R&D department for two-strokes. I 
come from another part of Austria but moved 
to Mattighofen. You cannot compare KTM now 
to what it was then. The target was that I’d be 
responsible for KTM’s two-stroke development 
department and I had to build up experience. 
The problem was that I was young and very 
focussed on motocross riding and racing. I was 
doing three classes in the Austrian Champion¬ 
ship and had five bikes to maintain! 
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I had no mechanic and was there alone in Mat- 
tighofen, so it was a busy programme. After a 
year I was exhausted and recognised that if I 
want to continue I needed a better solution. I 
found room to combine the job with some test¬ 
ing which allowed me to go riding during the 
week but to run a technical department then 
there really is no room for compromise; it is 
full-time and it forced me into a decision...and I 
chose to try racing.” 

“I still did some testing with KTM and got a 
smaller job at a dealership,” he goes on. “In 
1998 I won my first Austrian championship in 
the 125cc class and became Red Bull support¬ 
ed and my career was going in the right direc¬ 
tion. In '99 I won my second championship and 
got the chance from KTM to enter the 125 fac¬ 
tory team with Jamie Dobb as a team-mate and 
it was a really cool time. It was an awesome 
opportunity but you could say I was already 
quite ‘old’, twenty-five, and I had missed a lot 
because of the schooling. Before the first GP I 
broke my ACL and could not make the best of 
my chance. I did not get a second one, which 
was understandable. I had a couple more years 
at Austrian level until 2004 when I had an ac¬ 
cident and broke my spine. It took me nearly a 
year to recover from that. I was thirty then and 
a father and many things in my life changed.” 

Jonas headed back to KTM but his years in 
competition - like Beirer - offered a distinct ad¬ 
vantage when it came to the blossoming mana¬ 
gerial side of his professional career. Perhaps 
there is no other motorcycle manufacturer with 
the racing acumen of Beirer and Jonas when it 
comes to calling shots on what it takes to be¬ 
come a success. “I think what we experienced 
in racing helps a lot,” he confirms. “You have to 
understand the riders, the mechanics, the girl¬ 
friends of the riders and everything around rac¬ 
ing to make a good job. I know what it means 
when a mechanic complains that he has too 
much work. I would say life has changed a lot 
in the paddock now at the highest level...and it 
was harder in the old days. I know how it is to 
work on your own bikes.” 


Road racing was a new story for Jonas though. 

It was also at a time when KTM were nearing 
half a decade of their two-stroke Grand Prix 
outfit and was not as co-ordinated or organised 
as it is today. As Jonas recalls: “I got another 
job opportunity at KTM, in the road racing 
department at that time, so I jumped on that in 
2005. It was a big change from being a profes¬ 
sional motocross racer and determining your 
own schedule to full-time employment. It took 
time but I came to enjoy being part of that set¬ 
up. The department was led by Harald Bartol 
and we were building replica factory bikes for 
other teams. It was fragmented. Everything was 
designed for the factory riders but by external 
people. We’d go from one GP to another and 
nothing was in the factory. We tried to central¬ 
ise everything. To centralise the technical side 
of the factory bike so that we could make more 
of them.” 

Pre-financial cuts and restructuring, KTM was 
‘another company’. The firm, under control of 
the Pierer Group, then refocused towards the 
end of the decade and started to explode with 
different models, more street bikes and a very 
proactive approach to offering the rider more 
choice. “When I was there the first time all the 
schematic drawings were in 2D and printed. 
Changes were done by hand...it was a com¬ 
pletely different time,” recalls Jonas. “I cannot 
remember how many people were in the R&D 
department but it is a small percentage of what 
there is today; maybe forty...? It was a really 
small group. Testing also, there was such a 
small effort...and now there is proper testing 
departments testing every week and every day. 
This did not exist back in my first stint. In 2005 
the road racing project was something com¬ 
pletely new for me. It was a different world, also 
how the group was made. I liked it...but it was 
tough to understand that way of working. I was 
happy when Pit took me out of it and back into 
the off-road side between 2006-2007.” 




The pair flew to the U.S. to assess the Ameri¬ 
can set-up and they planned to pull everything 
down. They also spent hours in conversation 
and discussion as to how to resurrect KTM’s 
name and forge a wide-spanning racing sys¬ 
tem. It was a decisive period for a brand that 
regularly wheels out the ‘Ready to Race’ slo¬ 
gan, counts on a healthy relationship with Red 
Bull and the counsel of Heinz Kinigadner and 
re-invests a significant amount of their turno¬ 
ver back onto the track (now, after 2014, more 
than 864 million euros thanks to sales of al¬ 
most 160,000 bikes and a staff roster increase 
to more than 2000). 

The positive working relationship between 
Jonas and Beirer was at the heart of several 
milestone decisions and strategies that helped 
KTM click up a few notches in the gearbox. 
“[Pit] is a straight and direct guy and can be 
easy and not so easy at times,” says Jonas 
“but If there is a direction set then it is set; he 
is not jumping from left to right. Sure there 
were moments when we had debates and we 
still do. I think we gave high value to each 
other’s opinion but over the years I realised 
that he has some really strong qualities and 
thanks to him KTM is where it is right now. He 
made some good moves and some good deci¬ 
sions like getting Stefan [Everts, brought in as 
MX manager in 2006] or for Roger [De Coster 
to remould the American division]. Very sel¬ 
dom he is wrong.” 

“It is just about the right direction,” he adds. 
“First we built the team and the motorcycle to 
have the base ready and then we moved on. 
Getting Stefan in meant we could create a bike 
with him [the 350SX-F] and have him as part 
of the development. We had the bike and the 
team and then we could get Tony [Cairoli]. In 
the U.S. we got Roger, formed the team and 
brought Dungey into it. The procedure seems 
logical...but you have to have it in mind before 
you do it and make sure you make it happen." 


“It was the time when we had Georges Jobe 
around leading the motocross team and we 
tried to set-up a proper structure but it was 
very difficult that year,” he says. “I was in¬ 
volved in many different things. Even working 
on the bike and trying to get it lighter, this was 
also part of my duties. I was excited to then 
move more into a managerial role and I real¬ 
ised this was a great opportunity for me. I liked 
to work with Pit from the first moment. We 
speak the same ‘language’.” 


“He was in a different department and he 
struggled there and that was the moment 
when I asked to get him into our department 
and working close to me,” Beirer remembers. 
“That was the beginning many years ago and 
together we have built what is now KTM and 
Husqvarna racing together so I think we are a 
great team.” 


“I hope he didn’t say any bad things about 
me and now I’m sitting here saying only good 
things about him!” Beirer would joke in a sepa¬ 
rate interview. “I’m different to him but I think 
together we are a very strong combination. 
There have been many involved in the whole 
set-up but on the difficult days it was me and 
him sitting down and working out the strategy 
and the next step. I would say the Godfather of 
the story is Kini and I would not want to forget 
him if I name Robert. In that circle we discuss 
things.” 

“Pit is the guy in the first row and giving the 
directions and I have been the guy in the back¬ 
ground,” Jonas claims. “If things go right and 
we get the results then I feel partly responsi¬ 
ble for that. It is good what we are allowed to 
do. You almost need to compare the job to a 
hobby, every single day you can enjoy it. It is 
an outstanding exciting opportunity that has 
been given to us by Mr Pierer. We both built 
that factory racing programme.” 

And now the story has moved on. 

“Mr Pierer gave the order to build the Husqvar- 
na racing programme and it was a new chal¬ 
lenge,” Jonas tells. “Due to the separation that 
had to happen between the brands there came 
a time for a person to head the programme 
and it couldn’t really be one guy in charge of 
both. We found quite quickly that to divide the 
work was the best way but still do our jobs 
pretty much as before. We are still doing many 
things together and I would say that he is the 
face for KTM while I’m the one for Husqvarna 
motorsports. If we would have chosen a differ¬ 
ent way and Husqvarna would have brought 
in a different guy to lead that programme it 
would have ended in a competition from the 
top down and I know what it means to be a 
competitor against Pit! It is normally a thing in 
which you cannot be successful. We can han¬ 
dle the competition between us. In fact I had 
two conditions before I took on the new role. 
One, that we wouldn’t go up against each other 


- so we would always agree on what the other 
one does - and two, I did not want to lose the 
opportunity to work in some way with Roger 
because I enjoyed so much what we built up 
over there. We did not have a Husqvarna team 
in the U.S. and we formed that quite quickly.” 

The Husqvarna migration was swift. Since the 
press conference at the 2013 Swedish MXGP 
bricks were rapidly put into place and soon 
that recognisable logo was a prominent part 
of the motocross paddock, in Enduro also and 
had sprung up into MotoGP. Where was the 
priority for the brand on the track? “Moto3 was 
for pure brand awareness and advertising,” Jo¬ 
nas says. “The focus is definitely on motocross 
and enduro and off-road in general. We just try 
to make the best possible results that we can 
and of course it does bring us into competi¬ 
tion with KTM and it can get complicated. The 
situation in MXGP for example has been tricky 
but we have to keep it fair and provide the best 
possible support to each rider.” 
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The brands might share a lot and with Jonas 
and Beirer still in tandem and with a form of 
gentleman’s agreement in place, the division 
between the companies is very much an aes¬ 
thetic one; for now. “It is always difficult to see 
[what will happen],” says Jonas. “There might 
be new ideas or concepts and it is up to the 
board what they’d like to do with the brand in 
terms of more separation. If you develop a bike 
with one group then you try to make the best 
possible bike that you can. If you then have 
to go about making it different then it means 
you have to compromise and who wants the 
second-best motorcycle? I think the way we do 
it right now is pretty good. We get a great ‘pre¬ 
sent’ from KTM in that the bike is great. Im¬ 
mediately from day one we were competitive. 
We cannot forget that. We will still share the 
resources because it makes sense. Husqvarna 
is its own brand but technical-wise it nice to be 
on a similar level.” 

We decide to throw a tough question at the 
Austrian: if Dungey is fighting Anderson for a 
Main Event supercross win who do you want to 
win? “It is quite clear that I want Anderson! If 
KTM is winning then I am super-happy but if 
Husqvarna is winning then I am even happier.” 

KTM might be the lords of off-road and are 
gaining sizeable clout in MotoGP as well as 
producing some serious street products but 
Husqvarna is arguably the more renowned 
and prestigious name. We never saw Steve 
McQueen riding an orange bike. Jonas is quite 
aware of the responsibility he has in controlling 
the white chess pieces on the racing ‘board’. 
“Thinking about Husqvarna and the job to 
be done then it is quite emotional,” he says. 

“It is such a well-known brand, especially in 
America, and it is a big honour to be able to 
be in that position. I feel the pressure of course 
because when I watch the races then I am 
trickin’ nervous: it’s like I am out there riding! I 
remember having the official team announce¬ 
ment in the U.S. and having to speak in front 
of all those famous faces and say that Husky 


would be back in supercross and motocross 
with an official team...l was really nervous.” 

Robert might have to deal with more nerves 
being back in front of the motorsport press. 
2015 is only the second term for Husqvarna 
and seeing how his work with Beirer ham¬ 
mered KTM to the front of races everywhere 
then there is scary potential for the marque. 

“I got a bit used to those things when I was 
racing but it is a new part of this job because I 
have been working for many years in the back¬ 
ground. Now making this little step forward is 
difficult!” 

Beirer is full of praise for how Jonas has 
branched out: “He worked hard for the respect 
he has now from the industry and all our part¬ 
ners, team and satellite teams. The KTM show 
is massive: our enduro, rally, motocross, U.S. 
Supercross and he is a big part of that.” 

“I have built a lot of experience working at Pit’s 
side and just being in paddocks year-on-year 
then you keep learning,” reveals Jonas. “We 
don’t have incredible or endless budgets. You 
have to make the best of a certain number and 
sometimes you don’t have the solution imme¬ 
diately. I get some sleepless nights sometimes 
but not very often.” 

Towards the end of our talk it is obvious that 
Jonas (and Beirer) have big schemes for their 
racing efforts which they have essentially 
doubled since they marshalled the KTM wing 
together. It is interesting to think how they will 
cope when KTM riders and Husqvarna athletes 
get into the heat of battle although it is a situ¬ 
ation that is bound to take place behind doors 
at Munderfing. For Jonas there is one burning 
ambition on the horizon: a position in which 
KTM sat each season from 2010-2014. “The 
MXGP title would be the biggest thing. If we 
can win that then we’ll have a serious party for 
sure.” 
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:)BERT JONAS: BUILDING HUSQVARNA RACING 
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MISANO WAS ONE OF THE FEW TIMES WHERf MOTOGP MIRRORED 
FI'S TENDENCY TO DECIDE GRANDPRIX EVENTS LARGELY ON 
PITLANE STRATEGY. ENTERTAINING THE WET-DRY CONDITIONS 
WERE FOR RAMIFICATIONS ON THE EVOLVING ORDER IT WAS MARC 
feM*&j^JEZ'S SHREWD RACE TACTIC TO EARN JUST HIS FOURTH 
RACE WIN OF THE SEASON THAT BAGGED HEADLINES 


Blog by Gavin Emmett, Photos by Repsol Honda, 
www.yamahamotogp.com, teamtech3.fr, Ducati Corse Press, Milagro, Monster Energy, Marc VDS 


















A new lid for Rossi but the 
gamble on stayng out longer 
in the lead could not pay 
off. Fifth place was his worst 
result of the season and the 
first time he has been off the 
podium in ‘15 
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The Ducatis follow tradition 
(above) while Aleix Espar- 
garo takes the Suzuki to 
another top ten finish 
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MotoGP MIS 
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For all his experience Andre Dovizioso felt that the 
changing of bikes mid-race is still a skill he could 
master after finishing eighth, one place behind 
his teamate Andrea lannone. “Both bike switches 
I didn’t do at the right time, and I will take the 
blame for that: I’m really disappointed about it, 
because we could have got a good result. That will 
certainly be useful for the future, but it’s always 
complicated to understand when it’s the right 
time to come into the pits,” he said 
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MotoGP MIS 


British bonanza in Misano. Smith rode comfort¬ 
ably to second place for his second podium finish 
in MotoGP (and third in all classes at Misano). 
Scott Redding celebrated his - and the Marc VDS 
team’s - first in the premier class. In the war of 
the stats Smith holds 24 trophies in his career, 
Redding has 17. A good day for the UK in Italy 
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WHEELS OF FORTUNE... 

By Gavin Emmett 



r i. 


O ne quote stood out when interviewing Bradley 
Smith after the chaotic MotoGP race in Misano 
where the Brit collected only his second-ever Mo¬ 
toGP podium. Having gambled on staying out on 
track with slick tyres still fitted to his Yamaha Ml 
whilst rain fell and then stopped again, forcing two 
bike changes for all riders except Smith, the Ox¬ 
fordshire man grinned, “Fortune favours the brave!” 

Smith was quick to point out that the bravery didn’t 
come from his original decision to stay out on 
slicks; that had been a mistake in his calculation 
as it got wetter and wetter on the Adriatic coast. 

He had been told before the race about a possible 
passing shower, so believed the rain would never 
be heavy enough to warrant a run through the pits. 
Once his lap-times dropped to the realms of two 
minutes 18 seconds (about 45 seconds slower than 
dry race pace), then Smith admitted: “I was in it for 
the long haul then!” 

Then came the real bravery. Resigned to stick with 
his choice to stay out on track, Smith slugged away 
in treacherous conditions, slipping and sliding his 
way around before the surface began to slowly dry, 
and it ultimately paid dividends. His second place 
is his best-ever MotoGP result, and he took a solid 
hold on fifth place in the championship. 


come in and change tyres for a second time once 
they saw the pace of Smith. If it weren’t for Lor¬ 
enzo’s later transgressions, he would have seen his 
lead cut by his title rival in front of a record crowd 
of 92,000 baying for Spanish blood. 

The Italian had no doubt been in a difficult posi¬ 
tion, as he testified afterwards. Although he was 
leading the race comfortably in the wet as he had 
at Silverstone just a fortnight before, he knew that 
Lorenzo was his nearest challenger. He almost had 
no option but to second-guess his team-mate, any¬ 
thing else involved taking more risk than the Mal- 
lorcan, and considering his delicate championship 
lead it could have proved more costly than just be¬ 
ing resigned to reacting to what his team-mate did. 

Lorenzo’s luck ran out however after an off-throttle 
crash on the first left-hander following a sequence 
of rights. Another set of visor problems in the UK 
could rightly leave Yamaha bosses unhappy with 
the Spaniard at his choice of helmet manufacturer 
(as they already had in Qatar), but the #99 can’t 
be blamed for his spill at Misano. All MotoGP rid¬ 
ers I've spoken to since suggest it was just one of 
those crashes that can come at any time as the 
engine brake kicks in and the tyre is just that touch 
too cold. 


In Valentino Rossi's camp, a subdued and slightly 
confused Italian was nevertheless delighted to reap 
the rewards of finishing in fifth place whilst his 
team-mate Jorge Lorenzo crashed out. For the sec¬ 
ond race in a row Lorenzo had been a clear favour¬ 
ite and for the second race in a row rain fell as the 
riders sat on the grid.“Unfortunately Jorge crashed 
and I was able to gain another 11-points,” Rossi 
mused. “It was a crazy race and when you have to 
change the bike, in this case twice, you need luck 
and rapid thinking to understand the situation.” 
Despite the talk of ‘rapid-thinking’, Rossi was well 
aware of the fact that he had made a monumental 
mistake to ignore his team's pit-board advice to 


Lorenzo’s feeling is that luck isn’t on his side, and 
quotes from him after the race back that up, “Two 
races with bad luck in a row, because the circum¬ 
stances were wet and abnormal...” he laments. 

“In previous years, my rivals in the championship 
crashed and this year it‘s me who's unlucky, but all 
is not lost.” 

It isn’t lost for Lorenzo yet. Win the remaining 
five races and the title is his, but you can’t help 
but think he’s going to need his own slice of luck 
to manage that. With the way the championship 
seems destined to be tinged yellow this year, he’s 
going to need it sooner, rather than later. 
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MotoGP MIS 


Tito Rabat - on the way to second 
place and his eighth podium of 
the year shows the value of the 
chip dip in the Marc VDS tank 




















CLASSIFICATION & 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Bradley Smith, GBR 

Yamaha 

3 

Scott Redding, GBR 

Honda 

4 

Loriz Baz, FRA 

Yamaha 

5 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Honda 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

13 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Valentino Rossi 

247 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo 

224 

3 

Marc Marquez 

184 

4 

Andrea lannone 

159 

5 

Bradley Smith 

135 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Kalex 

2 

Tito Rabat, SPA 

Kalex 

3 

Takaai Nakagami, JPN 

Kalex 

4 

Simone Corsi, ITA 

Kalex 

5 

Julian Simon, SPA 

Speed-Up 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

13 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Johann Zarco 

274 

2 

Tito Raba 

181 

3 

Alex Rins 

164 

4 

Thomas Luthi 

131 

5 

Sam Lowes 

128 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Enea Bastianini, ITA 

Honda 

2 

Miguel Oliveira, POR 

KTM 

3 

Niccolo Antonelli, ITA 

Honda 

4 

Romano Fenati, ITA 

KTM 

5 

Brad Binder, RSA 

KTM 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

13 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Danny Kent 

234 

2 

Enea Bastianini 

179 

3 

Romano Fenati 

139 

4 

Miguel Oliveira 

134 

5 

Niccolo Antonelli 

126 
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TRIUMPH 



Triumph’s Autumn/Winter collection features 
two new lines: ‘Customisation’ and ‘Restore’. 
According to the British brand that concen¬ 
trates quite heavily on quality riding and lei¬ 
surewear (to the point where a new union with 
brand Barbour has led to a specific Men’s and 
Women’s riding jacket) the ‘Customisation col¬ 
lection allows riders to express their own style 
- both on and off the bike. The range includes 
a wide array of hoodies, sweatshirts and tees, 
like the Custom Biker Hoody, retailing at £60, 
which mixes the classic riding look with com¬ 
fort for the autumn and winter months. High¬ 
lights also include the Custom Riding Jacket, in 
buffalo leather, with certified Knox armour and 
monochrome patches, all for just £325.’ 

The text goes one: ‘The Restore range, which 
takes its inspiration from day-to-day work 
wear, is ideal for cold afternoons spent with 
your bike in the garage. The Axel Tee (£28) 
and Brock Tee (£28) are among several items 
featuring vintage motorcycle designs to show¬ 
case Triumph’s heritage. The Restore Jacket 
(£210) offers an alternative to leather riding 
gear, boasting a coated Bristex outer fabric and 
a waterproof, windproof and breathable fixed 
Tritex liner as well as removable CE certified 
Knox armour.’ 

Shown here are the Barbour jackets 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
‘On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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